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David Mathis relaxes with campers at the annual Foundation Camp he helped to found.

David Mathis is the health, physical education,
recreation lab coordinator at Georgia Highlands

By Daniel Bell
Staff Writer
DBelil@BRN-T.com

Everyone who knows David Mathis has
neothing but glowing praise to share about
the man — and considering the number
of orgamzatlons, activities

are a lot of peoﬁle. 0 :
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Stadium. That’s a new role, but Mathis
has volunteered on various United Way
committees and other sumlar nrgamza-
tions for decades.

Still, ask him about his breadth of activi-

" ties, and the one Mathis will spend more time

on than the rest is the Foundation Camp, a
two-week camp for at-risk males ages 10-14

 that just wrapped up its sixth year this sum-
~mer. Mathis and fellow GHC educator Jon
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Hershey created Foundation Camp afterthe

federally funded National Youth Sports Pro-

gram ended. (Mathis headed up NYSP too.)

" “When that program dried up, we knew

that the need we met for the community
was important,” said Mathis.

So they started looking for private funding.
t camp was only a week long
ampers. Six years laterthe
0.a two-week program with
Through the gener-
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: uated,fmm Pepperell High and Floyd Col-
~ lege. His wife, Kathy Mathis, to whom he

has been married 32 years, has also lived

here her whole life, having grown up in
Coosa and graduated from Berry College.
She’s the deputy director of the Greater
Rome Convention and Visitors Bureau.
The couple has two grown children.

‘Brooks Mathis is the vice president of eco-
nomic development for Cobb County, and-
his younger brother Ryan Mathis is a sec-
ond-grade teacher at Pepperell Primary.
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